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In 1730 Stephen Duck became the most famous agricultural labourer in the Hanoverian England when his writing won him the
patronage of Queen Caroline. Duck and his writing intrigued his contemporaries. How was it possible for an agricultural labourer
to become a poet? What would a thresher write? Did he really deserve royal patronage, and what would he do with such an
honour? How should he be supported? And was he an isolated prodigy, or were there others like him, equally deserving of
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